








Sights
The front sights for the Enfield were originally a barley corn sight with
a small ‘v’ for the rear. As improvements were made to the rifle, a
front blade was used and a u-shaped ,rear sight replaced the old ‘v’.
Later a long range adjustable stand-up sight with a peep was used.
They were fixed to the barrel. As the rifles were further refined, the
rear sights were set over the tang to increase sight radius. These
sights have adjustments out to 1600 yards and some can be fine
tuned with a worm wheel to more precise increments.

The purpose of the long range sights was not for accuracy. The British
like to fire in volleys and were able to use this strategy to terrorize
the enemy with a hail of bullets from long range while the hapless
enemy could not return fire.

During World War II, sniper scopes were introduced along with
mounts and boxes to carry them when the scopes were not attached
to the rifle.

loading and Firing
Place the rifle on a table in the upright position or if in the field, place
the left hand under the receiver and with the right hand, grasp the
bolt and turn it up and to the left. Pull the bolt straight back as far as
it will go. Insert a loaded five round clip in the clip guide inside the
receiver and force the cartridges down into the magazine with the
right thumb. Take out the empty clip. Place another five round clip in
the clip guide and strip these cartridges into the magazine. There will
be ten rounds in the magazine.

With the right hand, grasp the bolt handle and push it forward and
down, (to the right). This will strip a cartridge from the magazine and
slide it into the chamber. This action also cocks the firing pin. The rifle
is now ready to be fired by squeezing the trigger. If the rifle will not
be fired immediately, set the thumb safety on the rear of the receiver
to “Safe”.

After the rifle has been fired, lift the bolt handle up and to the left.
Pull the bolt straight back. This action causes the spent cartridge to
be withdrawn from the firing chamber and flipped clear of the
receiver. To reload the rifle, push the bolt handle forward and down.
9 fresh cartridge is stripped from the magazine and slipped into the
:hamber. The rifle is now ready to fire again. This sequence may be
repeated until the magazine is empty.
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Care and Cleaning
The enemy of all weapons is rust. In order to maintain a rust free rifle,
a few simple steps must be performed periodically. All metal surfaces
should be coated with a light coat of a quality gun oil from time to
time depending on the humidity in your area.

In humid areas, more applications of oil are required. The user should
pay close attention to the patch that is run through the bore. If the
patch comes out dirty or green, a more thorough cleaning is
recommended.

After firing the rifle, the bolt should be removed and the rifle should
be cleaned. A cleaning rod with screw-in tips should be used for
versatility in cleaning of the bore. Other cleaning items include a
good quality bore cleaner and oil, G.I. or commercial is fine. Also at
hand should be some white cotton or blended cleaning patches, a
brass brush in the correct caliber (.303  / 7MM), pipe cleaners, tooth
brush and some lint-free cloth. A bore light and rust inhibiting spray
such as WD-40 are optional.

Corrosive Ammunition

Corrosive ammunition can be manufactured using less expensive
chemicals such as fulminate of mercury. Unfortunately, these
chemicals will attract moisture, which in time will cause iron to rust.
When corrosive ammunition has been used, the rifle should be
cleaned within a day or two after firing. A rusty or pitted bore will
destroy the accuracy of any rifle.

Regular Ammunition

To clean the bore, place a clean patch in the slot of the rod tip and
saturate it with bore cleaner. Place the rod tip into the breach or
chamber area of the rifle and force the rod up the bore until the tip
with the patch comes out the muzzle. Pull the rod back through the
bore until the tip with the patch comes out the breach or chamber
end. Repeat this until the patch has gotten so dirty it will no longer
remove fouling. Replace the dirty patch with a clean one, saturate it
in gun cleaning solvent and go through the cleaning process again.
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When the patches are coming out much cleaner, you have removed ’
the first layer of fouling. Replace the slotted patch tip with the bore
brush and run it through the bore from the breach end. Several
strokes should be done. Remove the bore brush and screw on the
patch tip. Saturate the patch with bore solvent and run it through the
bore as before.

Now the patch should look dirty again and it may possibly look green.
The green color comes from the interaction of the solvent with copper
jacketed ammunition that may have been used. This is normal and
means that the s;sfvent  is doing its job of removing the cooper residue
that is left after the rifle has been shot.

When the patches come out clean, stop rhe cleaning of the bore
leaving a heavy coat of solvent in the bore overnight.

General Cleaning

All metal surfaces including the sights, should be wiped down with a
solvent dampened cloth. Wipe the solvent from the outside surfaces
of the metal with a dry cloth. This should remove most grime and
powder residue. A light coat of rust inhibitor such as WD-40 can be
used to spray the exposed surfaces of metal and then wiped with an
oily cloth.

We now turn our attention to the bolt and the internal area of the
receiver. The bolt can be unscrewed and placed in a container filled
with solvent to soak while you wipe down the internal magazine using
a cloth with a liberal amount of solvent. Wipe down the boltway,  and
other places in the receiver with the solvent laden cloth. Be sure to
clean the bolt latch and safety knob.

Next, take the toothbrush and dip it in the solvent and scrub inside
the receiver and boltways. Crime and fouling will be lifted. Follow up
with a dry cloth to remove the fouling. When this area is clean, take a
pipe cleaner and dip it in solvent. Scrub as many nooks and crannies
as possible. This done, wipe all solvent from the internal surfaces of
the receiver and magazine area with a dry cloth and pipe cleaners. A
light coat of the rust inhibitor may be sprayed here, but remember
this is not a lubricant and should be lightly wiped up. A coat of oil
should be wiped over all the internal parts just cleaned. It may be
necessary to use a pipe cleaner coated with gun oil to reach hard to
lubricate places.
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Take the bolt out of the cleaning solvent and scrub the exterior with
the toothbrush. Wipe it down with a dry cloth. If it has not been
soaking, apply a liberal amount of solvent to the interior and exterior
surfaces of the bolt, Dip the toothbrush in solvent and scrub the bolt
until all fouling has been loosened. Pay close attention to the
extractor, removing all fouling.

Wipe all internal and external parts of the bolt clean with a cloth.
Coat the bolt with a light coat of gun oil and let it sit out of the rifle
overnight.

Final Bore Cleaning

The next day. the bore should be coated with a liberal amount of
solvent. The patch will be discolored with dirty powder and may be
green from the copper. This is normal. Use the bore brush to clean
out any remaining rust, fouling or copper residue.

At this time, you may wish to inspect the bore with a bore light to
look for fouling, lead build-up, rust, pits or cracks. Insert the bore
light into the breach, turn it on and look down the muzzle to view the
bore. If an unusual amount of firing has been done, it may be
necessary to repeat the cleaning process the following day.

After the bore comes out clean, dry it with clean, dry patches. Now,
coat a fresh patch with gun oil and coat the bore liberally. Finally, you
may use a cotton bore swab coated with oil to pass through the bore.
It should come out clean. Wipe all exterior metal parts with a light
coat of oil. Replace the bolt and set the rifle aside.


